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 In relation to the institutional-legal frame: 

In these three countries, the environmental management processes are mainly centered in 

the Government; nevertheless, it is important to mention that an important decentralization 

of said activities has been made in Guatemala and Honduras, in favor of the local 

governments and/or municipalities. 

On the other hand, there are important regional and international agreements for the 

objectives of the present consultancy which haven’t been signed or haven’t been exercised 

by the Countries in the region; there are also some national rules that should be regionally 

harmonized and/or agreed.  

Summing up (and generalizing): the population’s growth, the urban development left behind in terms of 

basic services’ coverage, the absence of adequate plans for territorial ordinance, the expansion of the 

large agricultural activity,  the excessive exploitation of the fishing resources, the degradation and loss 

of biodiversity (ecosystems and species), the non sustainable development of marine and coastal areas 

(with important touristic and ports infrastructure expansion projects), the effect of global warming, and 

the legal gaps, form the potential threats that exert pressure on the coastal-marine ecosystem of the 

Gulf of Honduras. (compromising its sustainable development ). 

5.3. Long Term Desired State 

 The Gulf of Honduras’ region has a growing economical activity tendency (in spite of the 

agricultural production stagnation); the economic dynamism is led by “tourism” and “maritime 

transportation and port activity” sectors.  At the same time, the “industrial” sector’s growth has 

been consolidated through production and export projects for several products (including 

petroleum) and the sustainable development has been promoted through an important 

environmental conservation component (Cleaner Production). 

 The values related to the region’s natural setting form a substantial part of its strengths.  W ide 

spaces in direct contact with the sea, beautiful sceneries, clean waters, and a varied and rich 

biodiversity, are some of these values; its conservation grants the region its life quality and 

provides the basis for the economic development of the “tourism” sector and related activities. 

 In this framework, the protected coastal-marine areas contribute an important environmental 

conservation and ecosystem health component for the region’s sustainable development and 

touristic attraction. 

 The region’s high biologic productivity is the basis of other of its key industries: the “fishing and 

aquaculture sector”; these benefits should be able to extend indefinitely due to an efficient and 

responsible management of said resources.  

 The “tourism” sector has quickly developed in the region’s three countries (Belize, Guatemala, 

and Honduras); said development has been based in the elaboration of “Strategic Plans” or 

“Master Plans” that allowed setting out a “frame” policy – in the national and regional area – 

which made possible important investments made in said sector. 
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 The Gulf of Honduras is visualized in the future as a vast marine area with a high strategic and 

environmental value, with a relatively low anthropogenic impact, which has made a significant 

population growth process and economic development based on the protection and conservation 

of the ecosystems and the biodiversity associated to them, as well as the non sustainable use of 

its natural resources. 

5.4. Strategic Action Plan 

5.4.1. Long Term Ecosystem Quality Objectives 

As previously mentioned, the “Long Term Desirable State” indicates a scenario in which the present 

problem has been modified – or reverted – in order to reach an acceptable environmental state of 

quality.  

Said “Long Term Desirable State” is then included in the framework to define both the “Long Term 

Objective” and the “Ecosystem Quality Objectives” that are necessary to make the transition between 

the “Present State” of the Gulf of Honduras (see Chapters 3 and 4 and Section 5.2) and the “Long 

Term Desirable State” (see Section 5.3), which would be reachable through the “Long Term Objective”. 

In this manner, the “Long Term Objective” and the “Ecosystem Quality Objectives” establish the 

“Strategic Action Plan’s” direction (Figure 5.4–1) 

Figure 5.4–1. Strategic Action Plan:  

Long Term Objective and Ecosystem Quality Objectives 

 LONG TERM OBJECTIVE 

To promote the social and economic 

development of the Gulf of Honduras to 

improve the life quality of its inhabitants 

through: the restoration and protection of the 

coastal-marine ecosystems, its bio-diversity, 

and sustainability of its uses and natural 

resources. 

 

        

        

ECOSYSTEM QUALITY 

OBJECTIVE I 

To promote the growth and 

consolidation of the productive 

industrial activities and services, 

keeping a good quality of 

surface and coastal-marine 

water for population’s health, 

recreation uses, and water biota 

development. 

 

ECOSYSTEM QUALITY 

OBJECTIVE II 

To protect the priority habits for 

the biodiversity conservation 

and to promote the sustainable 

use of fishing resources. 

 

ECOSYSTEM QUALITY 

OBJECTIVE III 

To prevent and mitigate the 

impact generated by non 

sustainable development of the 

coastal spaces and global 

climate change. 

 


